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The NC State Campus Safety Awards honor individuals and teams that have gone above and 
beyond to create a safe and healthy campus culture, who consistently prioritize safety, 
implement impactful safety improvements or spearhead novel safety efforts within their 
department or for the university. 

 

2024-2025 DAVID RAINER MEMORIAL 
CAMPUS SAFETY AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

Through a generous donation by Dr. Henry Schaffer, Professor Emeritus 
of the College of Sciences, we are pleased to present the David Rainer 
Memorial Safety Awards to the following deserving recipients. 
 

 
Joan O’Sullivan 

Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering 
College of Engineering 

Joan is responsible for monitoring air quality, health and 
safety across multiple buildings housing over 30 diverse 
research labs with hazards ranging from lasers to 
biohazards. She proactively manages safety by updating 
PI safety plans, conducting inspections, training new 
graduate students through a seminar she co-created, 
overseeing building security, and collaborating on lab 
construction and renovations. Her sincere dedication 
and commitment has significantly improved the 
department’s safety culture and teaching lab operations. 

 
Dr. Lokendra Pal & TEAM ARMI 
Forest Biomaterials 
College of Natural Resources 

TEAM ARMI, led by Dr. Lokendra Pal, has transformed safety 
culture through a structured approach of daily walk-throughs, 
weekly self-inspections and monthly safety audits using 5S 
principles to manage their pilot plant, wet labs and analytical 
facilities with mechanical and chemical hazards. Their efforts 
have eliminated decades-old safety hazards—including 
removing outdated chemicals and relocating improperly 
positioned flammable cabinets—while creating a culture of 
continuous improvement that enhances safety for research, 
teaching labs, student classes and public tours. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

2024-2025 
NC STATE / EASTMAN CHEMICAL 

CAMPUS SAFETY AWARD RECIPIENTS 
 

Through the continued support of NC State’s Office of Finance & Administration and Eastman 
Chemical Company, we are pleased to present the NC State/Eastman Chemical Campus 
Safety Awards to the following deserving recipients. 
 

Stephen “Clay” Boyd 
Animal Sciences 

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 

Clay has managed NC State’s Swine Educational Unit since 2007, 
overseeing animal welfare, employee supervision and facility operations 
involving complex equipment and animals weighing over 600 pounds, 
achieving an almost non-existent employee injury rate through 
comprehensive safety training and conscientious facility maintenance. 
Clay proactively improves safety through initiatives like replacing all 
lighting with LEDs for better working conditions and renovation 
projects—including remodeling barns for stress-free animal handling 
and redesigning nursery pens at ground level to eliminate heavy lifting. 
His exceptional leadership in promoting both animal and human 
well-being was recognized with the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences Safety Award in Spring 2025. 

 

Campus Enterprises Safety Committee 
Campus Enterprises 
Office of Finance & Administration 

Campus Enterprises, under the leadership of Keith 
Smith and Lauren Smith, launched a revitalized 
monthly Safety Committee bringing together staff 
from Dining, Student Centers and operational units 
to foster a proactive, cross-functional safety 
culture through structured learning, expert 
presentations and open roundtable discussions. 
This collaboration has led to clearer procedures, 
better injury documentation, safety shoe programs 
and a reduction in incidents. This initiative 
exemplifies the organizational commitment to 
creating a safety culture where employees feel 
heard and valued while establishing a model for 
operational safety in higher education. 
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Lisa Castellano 

Civil, Construction & Environmental Engineering 
College of Engineering 

Dr. Castellano exemplifies exceptional safety leadership 
by developing written protocols, assisting with safe 
experimental setups, managing hazardous materials 
and creating a comprehensive Safety Plan for 
approximately 40 trainees working across multiple 
research groups. Her proactive efforts have created an 
exceptionally safe and organized laboratory 
environment that consistently impresses distinguished 
visiting faculty from universities worldwide and stands 
out as a model workplace that the department proudly 
showcases. 

 

 

Angela Chiang 
Forestry & Environmental Resources 
College of Natural Resources 

Angela has transformed health and safety practices 
through initiatives like laboratory clean-up, adoption of 
safer DNA dyes and implementation of shared 
chemical inventory management systems. She 
provides daily oversight of PPE compliance and new 
member onboarding while maintaining quarterly 
reviews of safety protocols. Her leadership has 
significantly improved the safety culture for both 
research operations and the broader college. 
 

 
Uma Crouch 

Entomology & Plant Pathology 
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 

Uma has demonstrated exceptional leadership in 
laboratory safety by training over 20 students and staff, 
bringing new lab spaces up to code in record time, and 
establishing comprehensive safety protocols and 
documentation. She proactively coordinates with 
safety officials, maintains meticulous records, and 
ensures all personnel are current on training, PPE, and 
procedural requirements. Uma has created a strong 
safety culture where best practices are integrated into 
daily operations, ensuring everyone works safely. 
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Aaron Kohutek 
Entomology & Plant Pathology 
College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 
Aaron has demonstrated exceptional leadership in lab 
and field safety, developing tools and systems that 
improve safety practices, by maintaining pesticide 
inventories, ensuring proper PPE usage, and managing 
compressed gas training. He takes personal 
responsibility for training all team members,, while 
monitoring their well-being and setting a strong 
example through his own compliance. His proactive 
initiatives have not only maintained safety compliance 
and prevented accidents but have also elevated the 
entire team's safety culture and inspired others to take 
safety precautions seriously. 

 
Linda Marciniak 

Campus Enterprises 
Office of Finance & Administration 

Linda exemplifies dedication to continuous improvement and has gone 
above and beyond in advocating for safer, more practical solutions for 
our staff. After a significant safety concern arose, Linda took the 
initiative and, working closely with NC State Workers Compensation, 
was able to come up with a new approach which provided an alternative 
for faster, safer care access for injured employees across campus. 
Linda has demonstrated an exceptional commitment to employee 
safety, reflecting a deep-rooted concern for the well-being of every 
employee at Campus Enterprises. 

 
Will Rowland 
Dean’s Office 
College of Engineering 
Will consistently goes above and beyond his standard 
duties, demonstrating an exceptional dedication to 
ensuring a safe and functional lab environment for 
everyone. This is most evident in his proactive and rapid 
response to lab user emergencies, coming in during 
off-hours, weekends and very early mornings, to address 
issues resulting from power outages, leaks or alarms. His 
prompt actions in these situations have been crucial in 
minimizing hazards and disruptions and his calm and 
knowledgeable approach helps to quickly resolve issues 
and restore a secure environment. Will's willingness to 
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tackle challenges make him an exemplary member of our 
team. 

Brian Royals 
Entomology & Plant Pathology 

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 

Brian demonstrates exceptional commitment to 
laboratory safety through his enthusiastic training of 
student workers and proactive compliance approach that 
has earned Environmental Health and Safety 
commendations for cleanliness and organization. He 
continuously enhances the lab environment through 
routine inspections and hazard identification while also 
championing sustainability through recycling and 
repurposing equipment. His leadership sets an 
exemplary standard for lab management and safety 
culture. 
 

 
Keith J. Smith 
Campus Police 
Office of Finance & Administration 

Keith goes above and beyond to ensure the safety of the 
officers who operate the department's fleet of vehicles. 
Keith's ability is akin to a sixth sense; he knows almost 
before you do when your vehicle needs to be fixed or 
serviced. He diligently maintains the tires and brakes at 
regular intervals and ensures that all emergency 
equipment is operating safely. Keith puts a lot of time 
and effort into maintaining our vehicles, and he takes 
pride in ensuring everything is functioning correctly. 
Campus Police would be at a loss without Keith and his 
knowledge of vehicles and expertise in safety. 
 

 

 

Allie Yackley 
Entomology & Plant Pathology 

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences 

Allie Yackley does a great job of ensuring that all the 
reagents and lab supplies are properly stocked, stored, 
and documented. She consistently goes above and 
beyond for the lab! 
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